Detail on Lewisburg’s Federal Building, informally known as the Post Office

Lewisburg Architecture Challenge May 1-2, 2021
Downtown Lewisburg’s architecture is a photographer’s dream. Walking a few blocks, one can view and
photograph Federalist, Greek Revival, Tuscan Villa, Gothic Revival, Victorian, Beaux Arts, and Art Deco styles!
With directions and a sharp eye, one can view many interesting architectural elements such as “lie on your
stomach” windows, fan lights, shutter dogs, and star tie rods.
The Lewisburg Photography Club challenges you to walk around downtown Lewisburg and take great photos of
Lewisburg Architecture on Saturday May 1 and Sunday May 2. Two self-guided walking tours have been
designed for you to explore the architecture of Lewisburg. The first tour visits interesting architectural sites
along Market Street from the Post Office to the Susquehanna River. The second tour also starts at the Post Office
but travels down South Third Street to Bucknell’s President’s House. An annotated map of downtown Lewisburg
and the directions for the two walking tours are attached.

As you walk around remember to “Look up!” Much of the interesting architecture features on Market Street are
high above the store fronts. Look up near the roof. Look at the tops of windows.

Lewisburg Architecture Online Photo Show
Photographers of all ages and skills can submit up to three of their best shots of Lewisburg Architecture to be displayed
in an online month-long Photo Show on the Photo Club’s website: http://lewisburgphotoclub.org/. No entrance fee
required. Send up to three jpeg images to hyde@bucknell.edu by 7 pm Saturday May 15, 2021. Please submit your
photos using the following file name format: “LA-caption title–photographer’s name,jpg” where “LA” is code for
Lewisburg Architecture, “caption title” is a descriptive name such as “Post Office” or “101 Market Street” to appear as
the caption in the Photo Show. A sample might be “LA-Snoopy’s house-Charlie Brown.jpg“
For questions, please contact Dan Hyde at hyde@bucknell.edu or call 570-524-9994.

Federal Style - Notes by Dan Hyde, May 1, 2021
Federal style architecture is the name for the architecture built in the newly founded United States
between c. 1780 and 1830, and particularly from 1785 to 1815. In the early American republic, the founding
fathers consciously chose to associate the nation with the ancient democracies of Ancient Greece and the
republican values of Ancient Rome and different from architectures found in Great Britain.
Since many houses in Lewisburg were built in the 1790 to 1830 period, many are of the Federal style.

or Shutters

Common features of a Federal style house

- a row of five windows across in a story

Some useful architectural terms

Lewisburg Architecture Challenge – Tour #1 Market Street from Post Office to Bridge and Back
Numbers refer to labels on map. Organized by Dan Hyde, May 1, 2021,
1. Start at SW corner of Market and 3rd Street. The Post Office is officially called the Federal Building. Look at
detail on side and on the front. Look up!
2. Walk across South Third St. to the dark red brick Wolf Building (16 S. Third). “Look up!” Notice roof, woodwork.
Study the detail near the roof.
3. Walk to first building south (Comics Metropolis) at 26 S. Third. "Moose" McCormick, greatest pitch hitter in
baseball’s history lived here. Good example of Federal Style architecture [See page before].
4. Cross to west side of S. Third to 29 S. Third to a house built in 1832. Here is where early board meetings were
held in 1830s for the formation of Bucknell University. Look at doorway and shutter dogs.
5. Cross back across S. 3rd St. and walk north to Market St. The bank on the corner has Doric style columns. Now,
walk east towards the Susquehanna River, staying on the south side of Market.
6. At 225 Market (Fusion Boutique), look at 2nd floor windows and house trim. Note: the odd numbers are on
Market Street's south side.
7. At 221 Market (Antiques), look high up for the “lie on your stomach” windows. Then look across street for a
good view of the design of the “Stein Flowers” house. Continue walking east on south side.
8. At 201 Market look for terracotta reliefs above windows and on wall.
9. Look across street to 200 Market. This building on the corner held the oldest old-fashioned drug store in the
nation until, sadly, it closed about 20 years ago. The drug store opened in 1845.
10. Continue walking on the south side towards the river. At 135-137 Market, look up above door to find Queen
Anne style shingles on the side of this house built in 1827.
11. Look across the street for a good view of the Lewisburg Hotel at 136 Market. Built in 1834 and known as the
Kline's Hotel. Many PA Governors have stayed here.
12. Now Law offices, 129 Market was the home of Christy Mathewson, famous baseball pitcher for the NY Giants
(1900-1916). Before playing for the Giants, Christy was a star pitcher for Bucknell. Christy, a clean-cut scholar,
is credited with almost single-handedly making baseball respectable. Look at the fancy portico. Look across the
street at the door and front of 124 Market.
13. At 119 Market (Stamm's), look to the right of store entrance at a delicate door with fanlight and old-style
entrance to a courtyard. Look to left of the store entrance for star tie rods used to hold the brick wall in.
14. At 111-115 Market search for star shutter dogs. Lewisburg has over a dozen different shutter dog styles.
15. At 101 Market now Brasserie Louis, formerly Lewisburg Inn, was built in 1825. Had water tank in attic that
provided the first running water in Lewisburg. Look at windows. Look across street at chimneys.
16. At 43 Market, look at wood trim, door and shutter dogs.
17. At 29 Market, look across street at the First Presbyterian Church, an example of Greek Revival style.
18. At 9 Market St. look at trim over windows and portico. It has interesting front dormer.
19. Walk to corner of Water Street and if you wish, walk onto the Lewisburg Bridge for a view of the Susquehanna
River. Return to Water Street and carefully cross Market Street to the north side. The building on the corner is
the Packwood House Museum.
20. The brick house on opposite corner to Packwood is Federal Style. Soldiers’ Memorial Park is on the left.
Walk west on north side towards Post Office.
21. At 14 Market is the boyhood home of Norman Thomas, socialist candidate for President. It was the parsonage
to the church next door where his Dad was Pastor. Good example of Federal Style with lots of later fancy trim.
22. At 18 Market set back a bit from the street is the Himmelreich Memorial Library. In the 1940s, this building
claimed to be the largest church library in the country. Walk closer to look at its scrollwork.
23. At 44 Market, look at intricate patterns in woodwork, heavy chimneys.
24. On the way back to Post Office, look at windows and details at 118 Market.
25. Look at door at 120 Market.
26. Look at shutter dogs at 124 Market.
On the way back to Post Office, look for views across the street. Remember to look up! Have a great shoot!
27. At 3rd St. walk a short distance north to Cherry Alley and turn left to see the Modern Art Murals.

Lewisburg Architecture Challenge - Tour #2 South 3rd St, from Post Office to Bucknell Pres. House
Numbers refer to labels on map. Organized by Dan Hyde, May 1, 2021,
1. Start at SW corner of Market and 3rd Street. The Post Office is officially called the Federal Building. Look at
detail on side and on the front. Look up!
2. Walk across South Third St. to the dark red brick Wolf Building (16 S. Third). “Look up!” Notice roof, woodwork.
Study the detail near the roof.
3. Walk to first building south (Comics Metropolis) at 26 S. Third. "Moose" McCormick, greatest pitch hitter in
baseball’s history lived here. Good example of Federal Style architecture [See handout on Federal Style].
4. Cross S. Third to 29 S. Third, to a house built in 1832. Here is where early board meetings were held in 1830s
for the formation of Bucknell University. Look at doorway and shutter dogs.
36. Walk south on S. Third to 41 S. Third to a house built in 1830s which had ornate trim added later.
38. Cross S. Third to the Beaver Memorial United Methodist Church (40 S. Third) erected 1889-90. The Parsonage
has extensive woodwork.
39. Cross back S. Third to the First Baptist Church (51 S. Third) that was dedicated in 1870. The original spire which
was 175’ high, was shingled by a president of Bucknell, Justin R. Loomis, who designed the building.
Apparently, he was unable to find anyone else who would risk doing the job.
40. Cross back across S. Third to the NE corner house (60 S. Third) which was typical of the frame houses built
here in 1850s. Notice the jigsaw work on the doors and windows. Colors are typical Victorian.
41. Travel St. Louis St east by Christ’s Lutheran Church and the Union County Court House.
42. Cross S. 2nd St. to SE corner house at 106 St. Louis (Cronrath). Built in 1880s, this house has aspects that were
popular at the time: terra-cotta ridge on the roof, heavy chimneys, and intricate woodwork.
43. Cross St. Louis to NE corner to 60 S. Second. This style is called Tuscan Villa. Notice the curved decorations
around the windows.
44. Travel north on S. Second one house to 54 S. Second. Notice the deep frieze under the roof, the jigsaw cutouts on the porch, the six-pointed star, and the etched glass doors.
45. Return to S. Third and turn left (south) to 135 S. Third. This Gothic Style (1866) building was designed by Justin
Loomis, former Bucknell president. As you walk, focus on the variety of entrances and doors along S. Third.
When these houses were built, one displayed one’s wealth by a fancy front entrance.
46. Continue south on S. Third until Civil War Memorial then bear right and take University Avenue to Judge
McClure House (63 University Ave). Once Federal Style, the house was elaborated with window and door trim
and a mansard roof. The barn in back once was part of the Underground Railroad. Read the Historical Marker
on the sidewalk. You may have noticed that you passed over a small stream – The Bull Run. During major
floods, the stream under the little bridge can flow over University Avenue.
47. Continue south on University Ave. to Cooley Hall across the street. This Tuscan Villa Style home was built by a
successful lawyer in 1856 and is now part of Bucknell University.
48. Continue south on University Ave. to the Lowry House (100 University Ave.) The 1869 Victorian style house is
where Robert Lowry, the famous hymnwriter, lived while he taught at the University.
49. Opposite the Lowry House is Bucknell’s President House (103 University). Designed by Justin Loomis, this 1855
house has many characteristics of the Gothic Revival Style.
This is the end of Tour #2. Happy shooting!
Sites labeled on the map but not on either Tour #1 or Tour #2.
29. At 311 Market St is a bank, built in 1899 that is an example of Beaux Arts Style.
30. At 339 Market (Society Hill Dental), built in 1857, has a neat entrance, roof, and star tie rod on side.
31. The M&T Bank just east of the Campus Theatre has Ionic Columns.
32. At 413 Market, the Campus Theatre features Bucknell’s school colors of blue and orange. Opened in 1941, it is one of
the few remaining Art Deco Style single-screen movie theatres in the country.
33. Across the street from the Campus theatre is the Dewitt Building at 416 Market. Has neat trim.
34. At 434 Market, the decorative iron front of building was added when the Beaux Arts Style became popular in the 1890s.
35. At 55 South Fifth Street near the railroad tracks is the Reading Depot. This is the only reminder of the once important
railroad system that helped bring prosperity to Lewisburg in the nineteenth century.

