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Rishel Bridge, Montandon, #16 on Visitors Bureau’s map
Directions to Rishel Bridge: From Lewisburg, drive east on Route 45 (Market Street) through Montandon past
the Route 147 intersection. At the Route 147 intersection note your odometer and drive an additional 0.7 miles
on Route 45 then turn right onto Covered Bridge Road. Bear left at the "Y" with Ridge Road. Rishel Bridge is
about a mile from Route 45. Park in the little area on the right just before the bridge.
Rishel Bridge, built in 1830, is a 121' Burr Truss bridge that crosses Chillisquaque Creek in Northumberland
County and is still used for local traffic. It is considered to be the oldest original covered bridge in PA. There
are older covered bridges in PA, however, they all have been rebuilt or had major reengineering or restructuring,
e.g., the Hassenplug Bridge we will see in Mifflinburg is five years older but it had its wooden floor replaced by
a steel mesh deck in 1959. No reengineering has been applied to the Rishel Bridge. Only routine maintenance of
replacing bad wood has occurred.

Hassenplug Bridge, Mifflinburg, #5 on Visitors Bureau’s map
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Directions to Hassenplug Bridge: From Lewisburg drive west on Route 45 (Market Street) to Mifflinburg.
Turn right onto North Fourth Street and proceed 0.4 miles to the bridge. [Note: To help you find Fourth Street,
the intersection has a red light and Route 304 comes in as South Fourth Street.] Park in the small parking area
for Koons Trail on the right just before the bridge.
Hassenplug Bridge is located in the Borough of Mifflinburg. This 71' Burr Truss bridge, built circa 1825,
crosses Buffalo Creek in Union County. It’s considered by some as the oldest covered bridge in PA. However,
this bridge is essentially a modern steel bridge that has been built within the shell of the original
wooden structure. It has an open steel mesh deck with broad steel guardrails. Make sure to read the plaque
inside the bridge and the signs on the outside of each end. The Koons Trail is worth hiking some other time,
especially in the spring.

Millmont Red Bridge, Millmont, #14 on Visitors Bureau’s map
Directions to Millmont Red Bridge: From Mifflinburg take Route 45 west. At the intersection of Route 104
check your odometer. Drive about 0.7 miles west on Route 45 and take the road that angles to the left (Swengel
Road). Look for the green “<= Swengel 4” sign on the right side of road. Drive Swengel Road for about 3.5
miles until it ends at Creek Road. Creek Road takes a 90 degree turn so you actually continue straight from
Swengel Road onto Creek Road. Take Creek Road west about 1.7 miles until you see the covered bridge on
your left. Drive by the bridge and park on the side of the road where you can get off. The bridge is closed to
vehicle traffic but foot traffic is allowed.
Millmont Red Bridge was built in 1855 across Penns Creek in Union County. It’s 154’ long and a Burr Truss
bridge. It has been closed to vehicular traffic since 1994. Because of its long single span, engineers worried
about structural damage that modern traffic might cause.
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